
 

THE RIM COUNTRY  
CLASSIC AUTO CLUB  

IS A NON-PROFIT  
ORGANIZATION FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF: 

 
 Providing social, educational 

and recreational activities                   
for its membership. 

 Participating in and support-
ing civic activities for the 
betterment of the community. 

 Encouraging and promoting 
the preservation and restora-
tion of classic motor vehicles. 

 Providing organized activities 
involving the driving and 
showing of member’s cars. 

RCCAC meets at 
6:30p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of the 

month at  
Tiny’s Restaurant, 600 

E. Hwy. 260  
in Payson 

        F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 0  

Traveling with the 

Payson Arizona 

 
 

RCCAC P.O. Box 2853  
Payson, AZ 85547 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
can be reviewed on 
the clubs website: 

 

http://
clubs.hemmings

.com/rccac/ 
 
 

Past newsletters 
can also be viewed 
and printed from 

the website. 

PRESIDENT 

Steve 
Fowler 

RIM COUNTRY CLASSIS AUTO CLUB 

What car brand name can be read 

from an aircraft or perhaps even space 

traveling above Indiana? 
 

A. Studebaker 

B. Subaru 

C. Toyota 

 

garymarciaallen@gmail.com  

kentozi@aol.com 

rivermistsue@hotmail.com 
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 For Upcoming Car Shows & Events In AZ  
visit web sites below:                                                                                   
www.cruisearizona.om                                                   

www.cruisinarizona.com carshows.html  

Movie of the Month! 
We may not go each month, only when 
there is something worth seeing.  
Sue Renaud, will check regularly for 
fun movies for the club to attend.  

      Stay Tuned… 
Check your e-mails often so you don’t miss this fun activity!  
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FROM THE 
GLOVEBOX 

  ACTIVITIES THIS MONTH   

February 
Activities 

at a glance 
 

1-   Taco’s & Tires 3:pm 
5-  Membership meeting 6:30  
7-  Mike’s Fish and Chips 4:30pm 
14– Club Activity at Culver’s 
14– Club Dues are Due! 
15-  Cars & Coffee 9:am” 
WOW every Thursday 8:am at Bosa 
MOVIE—Stay Tuned  

4-  Judy Curtis 
5-  Judy Jones 
10– Nancy Carey 
12– Bernice York 
15– Gary York 
17– Darlene Welsh 
17– Randy Nelson 
17– Chuck Proudfoot 

19– Sue Renaud 
19– Paul Renaud 
21– Michael Hamm 
22– Bobi Beverage 
23– Dee Jay Wells 
24– Gary Allen 
25– Jo Johnson 

Bring your Valentine out 

for a ride to  

Culver’s for lunch 

12:noon  Feb. 14th 

Purchase a meal  

and get a  

FREE one scoop Sundae 
 

Remember to wear your name tag! 

Upcoming Member Sponsored 
Monthly Activities 

If interested in hosting a monthly  
club activity please call 

Sue Renaud.                         
 

                                                                                    951-318-0990 

                                                                                                          Get the month                              
                      you want now! 
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Valentine Quiz 

Those SWEETHEARTS who call Margie Fowler 928-478-6676  

with all the correct answers will receive a prize at the February activity at Culvers.  



 

What car brand name can be read from an aircraft or perhaps even  
space traveling above Indiana? 

 
A. Studebaker 
B. Subaru 
C. Toyota 

Answer: A.    Planted in 1938, the Studebaker sign in Bendix Woods was once  
recognized by Guinness World Records as the world’s largest living advertisement.  
In its prime, it contained 8,000 red and white pine trees. After 75 years with no maintenance,  
it has thinned out to just 2,000 but is still visible from the air. 

 Back in 1926, the Studebaker Corporation built 
what it claimed to be the first closed testing facility for an 
American car company. The automobile manufacturer, 
founded in 1852, spent more than one million dollars on 
the test facility, which included a three-mile circuit with a 
variety of special test sections including hill climbs, skid 
pads, snaking curves, and bumpy roads.  
 Naturally, if you’re going to spend a million dollars 
on a test circuit, you might as well invest a little more on 
a giant living sign made out of pine trees that’s only  
visible from the air, so that’s what Studebaker did. In 
1938, the company, with the help of the Civilian  
Conservation Corp, planted 8,259 six-inch seedlings in 
an area extending about 2,000 feet. Together, these 
seedlings spelled out the word STUDEBAKER in letters 
more than 250 feet tall.  
 Initially, the letters were nicely ordered, well  

defined and maybe even a little skinny. They were easy to read from the air, which is exactly what  
Studebaker intended. The sign was a salute to the growing aviation industry and a handy publicity stunt 
that could be seen by overflying aircraft passengers.  
 Over the years, of course, the pine trees grew and so did the letters. Studebaker, on the other hand, 
started to wither away. After years of financial problems, the company closed its last remaining production 
facility in 1966. Studebaker sold the land on which the trees stood to the Bendix Corporation, which  
donated some of the property for the creation of a county park (hence its current name: Bendix Woods 
County Park). Parts of the testing grounds were later purchased by Bosch and Navistar.  
 Despite the demise of its namesake company, the Studebaker sign remained. In 1985, it was  
included in the National Register of Historic Places. Two years later, it first appeared in the Guinness Book 
of World Records as the world’s “largest living advertisement sign” (a record that no longer seems to exist).  
 By the start of the new century, the Studebaker sign was looking a little shabby. Invasive plants and 
storm damage, most notably an ice 
storm in December 2004, had caused 
significant wear and tear to the trees. 
Fortunately, a series of grants were 
soon awarded for the restoration of the 
Studebaker sign. Between 2012 and 
2015, volunteers helped remove dead 
and diseased trees and planted 2,000 
pine saplings in their place.  
 All this has ensured that the  
Studebaker sign will keep standing-and 
growing-for the foreseeable future, for 
all to witness and admire. Well, at 
least on Google Earth or from the  
window of an airplane.  
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https://www.google.com/maps/@41.668548,-86.4910924,744m/data=!3m1!1e3

